
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 September 2018] 

 p6479b-6480a 
Mr Peter Katsambanis 

 [1] 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 
Third Report — “Annual Report 2017–18” — Tabling 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [10.52 am]: I present for tabling the third report of the Community Development 
and Justice Standing Committee entitled “Annual Report 2017–18”. 

[See paper 1818.] 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I am pleased to present the annual report for the Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee, which outlines the work we have undertaken during the past year. Our primary focus during 
the first half of this period was the completion of our inquiry into the 2017 state general election. This inquiry 
aimed to address the lack of external oversight of electoral matters in the state by assessing the adequacy of the 
Western Australian Electoral Commission’s administration and management of the election. Although we 
identified areas of needed improvement, we concluded that the election was conducted with professionalism, 
impartiality and efficiency. We recently held a follow-up hearing with the commission to discuss the steps it has 
taken to address some of the concerns raised in the inquiry report and are satisfied that it has considered our 
recommendations and is implementing appropriate changes. 

A key concern outlined in the inquiry report was the adequacy of funding provided to the Western Australian 
Electoral Commission to conduct the 2017 election. Amendments to the Electoral Act 1907 made fewer than seven 
months before election day introduced both limited internet voting and direct enrolment, and removed eligibility 
requirements for early voting. Additional funding did not accompany the amendments; the commission was 
allocated the same budget to conduct the 2017 election as the 2013 election. Consequently, the commission was 
required to provide more services to more people with less funding. We recommended that the commission’s 
budget allocation for the next state general election be sufficient to support the good conduct of the election, which 
should include accounting for inflation and any legislative changes. As we outline in this annual report, the 
government response provided by the Minister for Electoral Affairs declined to engage meaningfully with both 
this recommendation and the majority of our other recommendations. This means that neither the commission nor 
the committee can be assured that additional funding will be forthcoming. We have taken the opportunity in this 
report to flag our concerns with the government’s response to our recommendations, particularly as it relates to 
the interpretation of the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. We chose not to pursue the matter with the 
minister because the subsequent response to the report provided by the Western Australian Electoral 
Commissioner covered off on many of the outstanding matters raised in the inquiry report. However, we wanted 
to emphasise in the report that alternative interpretations of the standing orders exist, which would allow the 
Minister for Electoral Affairs to respond to all or most of the recommendations raised with him.  

We commenced our inquiry into the protection of crowded places in Western Australia from terrorist acts in early 
2018. As the inquiry has progressed, the complexity of the counterterrorism environment both nationally and 
within Western Australia has become increasingly clear. According to some contributors to the inquiry, other 
Australian jurisdictions have yet to address many of the matters that the committee is considering. Conducting the 
inquiry has therefore proven to be challenging and rewarding. We are of the opinion that, once completed, our 
inquiry findings and recommendations will assist Western Australia to further strengthen its preparedness for 
a terrorist act on a crowded place. The committee intends to table its initial report on this inquiry in October 2018, 
with a final report to be published in early 2019.  

I want to particularly thank the wonderful staff of the committee who have so capably assisted us in our work over 
the past year. They are Franchesca Walker, the principal research officer; and the two research officers who have 
been attached to the committee during the year, Michele Chiasson and Dr Amy Lampard. I thank them for their 
work. The Parliament of Western Australia and therefore the public of Western Australia are lucky to have staff 
of the calibre of Franchesca, Michele and Amy and the staff of all the other parliamentary committees. The work 
they do to assist committee members leads to great outcomes that eventually get implemented to make life better 
for all Western Australians. 

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their collegiality and contribution to committee 
proceedings over the past year. Each member brings a unique and valuable insight to our deliberations, which 
I believe strengthens the committee as a whole. I look forward to working meaningfully with all the committee 
members in the future. 
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